Page 1

JUNE 2008 - ISSUE

To w e

Ta l k
ewsletter

To m r

Crest

The Coat of Arms is a shield
with three castle towers^ a chevron

with three roses^ a knight's hel

By the

Tower Genealogical Society

met above the shield and a

Chartered

Mason's scjuare and compass

in

1909

Picture of the 'Morv Ann.' which sailed from

Ipswich, England, in May and arrived at Boston,
Massachusetts, on June 20, 1637, bringing
J o h n To w e r t o t h e U n i t e d S t o t e s .

above the helmet. These represent
the Masonic Order of the Koses,
a Scottish order.

S K E L E T O N S I N O U R T O W E R C L O S E T:

John Tomr (1) — otir first jailbird!
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His was a political crime, not a criminal one. The story is
fairly complicated and is told, in various versions, in the first
volume of the Tower Genealogy^ in the History of Hingham,
by Solomon Lincoln (both obtainable online), and in a beau

tiful book, published in 1993 (and therefore a century newer
than the other two sources), entitled: No( All Is Changed: A
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Yes, folks, John Tower went to jail, but don't get excited.

REMINDERS

Life History of Hingham, by Lorena Laing Hart and Francis
Russell

Hart.
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It seems that Hingham was involved in a number of disputes ^ ^ /

JUNE 26-28, 2009 N AT I O N A L

TOWER

REUN

with the colonial government in Boston, headed by John "^CoLnfaUa^

TOWER (May 17th, 1609-

Winthrop. At the heart of the disputes was a struggle over
sharing power, with the local townships wanting more autonomy and the govern
ment in Boston wanting to make some decisions for the good of the general
commonwealth. In other words, in today's political world, you could compare it
to a kind of "States' Rights" versus Federal rights battle, but on a local level.

2009)

Peter Hobart was the minister who had led a large delegation of settlers from
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England, and thus, he held a powerful position in the new Hingham. Reverend
Hobart was a man of strong opinions, and he did not flinch from taking on the
highest Colonial authorities. Although he lost his case, ultimately, he remained a
popular figure in Hingham, as did John Tower. (Continued on page 3)
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President's Message
By David C Tower
As 1 have alluded to in the past, almost 20% of our 56,000 person data base has some connection to Canada. 3,300 of
those are descendants of Benjamin (5) Tower (50i in the original Tower Genealogy) and the remainder are non-Tower
a n c e s t o r s o f a To w e r d e s c e n d a n t .

In 1921, US immigration quotas were instituted and at the same time many of the steamship lines were offering reduced
fares from Europe to Canada, As a result In the early 1900s, many immigrants came to the USA through Canada. Prior to
this there seemed to be an endless ebb and flow of Canadians crossing into the US. Farmers and fishermen migrated
between New Brunswick and Maine, maritime traffic was continuous between the two countries during the whaling days,
and few government records were kept.

For any of you that have been involved in Canadian Research on the Internet, I imagine that you have found it as
frustrating as I have. The Canadian government has closed the census listings, and little information is available after
1911. They only release this information after 100 years, unlike the US, where it is released after 70 years.
There is a lot of information available, but it comes at a price. Most of the sites with extensive Canadian information
require a membership. Finding and using the free sources can be a challenge. As an aid to those interested in this research
1 can offer the following:
http://automatedgenealotiv.com/index.html Census Indices: 1901, 1906,1911, 1852CA
This is an excellent free site for census data. It is an index to every name enumerated in the 1901 & 1911 Census of
Canada with the personal data transcribed, links to images of the original census pages, and links to other records for
individuals including: census records from other years, birth, marriage, death, and other records. It is a site that takes a
little getting used to, but once the intricacies have been learned, it is informative. There is also a rather unique index of
maiden names at this site, something I have not seen before. Transcription, proof reading, and linking is done by
volunteers and no registration or payment is required to view the information. If desired, census information from this
site can be used to go directly to other nearby pages in the census: (Census year, Province, District (County), subdistrict
(town), page, and line) at the Library and Archives Canada, which is Canada's national collection of books, historical
documents, government records, photos, films, maps, music...and more, and is located at
http://www.conectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogv/index e.html Welcome to the Canadian Genealogy Centre:
C e n s u s D a t a 1 9 11 1 9 0 1 .

For research more closely related to the Tower line, two excellent free sources are:
The Provincial Archives of New Brunswick http://archives.gnb.ca/Archives/Default.aspx7culture~en CA
Birth, marriage, and death records, as well as cemetery and newspaper records.
Nova Scotia https://www.novascotiagenealogv.com/ Birth, marriage, and death registrations.

"Civil registration of vital statistics began in Nova Scotia in 1763 with the introduction of procedures for obtaining a
marriage license; the procedure was optional, and the surviving records are incomplete. Formalized registration of births,
deaths, and marriages began in 1864 and continued to 1877, at which time record-keeping lapsed for births and deaths,

but continued for marriages. Compliance was not universal during this period, and there are gaps in the surviving records.
Since 1 October 1908, birth, death and marriage registrations have been collected and maintained continuously."
I am sure there are other sources that 1 have not found yet, and 1 know of very specific sources with limited information

that I have not listed. If you have a good free source, please let Roxanne or me know, and we'll publish it at a later date.
I'm registered for the Reunion and looking forward to meeting all of you in Hingham. See you in 2009.
D a v i d C . To w e r
President

(Continued from Page 1)

The Hart book tells the story best, and a few paragraphs from that book are copied below.
"The ^jealous localism' of colonial militias or 'train bands' in seeking to choose their own officers, and the political

importance of militias as voluntary town institutions, had evolved in reaction to the settlers' experiences in England.
King Charles 1 had tried to centralize authority through a standing army; the 'train bands,' pillars of local autonomy,
were a bulwark against such centralization. But they were also radical early experiments in "democracy," not yet a popu
lar idea, and as such, they were bound to cause conflicts. They did so throughout the colony; Hingham was not peculiar

when its conflict broke out in 1645. However, the challenge it posed to John Winthrop was the most serious he would
ever face.

"Lieutenant Anthony Eames was nominated by the Hingham militia to be captain. His name was presented to the
Standing Council in Boston, composed of magistrates, who alone had the power to appoint officers. For reasons no docu
ment reveals, the men of the militia then changed their minds and nominated Bozoan Allen. The magistrates denied this
changed nomination and reaffirmed the appointment of Eames. Without notifying Eames, Ensign Joshua Hobart called a
drill session. Arriving tardily on the field, Eames received no response to his commands but instead, much contentious
verbal opposition. This angry quarrel moved next Sunday into the meetinghouse. According to Winthrop, Peter Hobart
threatened to excommunicate Eames, a serious threat, since only freemen (church members) could serve as officers. Al

though more judicious opinion prevailed that day, Eames and twelve others later left the congregation.
"The four Hobart brothers, Bozoan Allen, Daniel Cushing, and William Hersey were chief among the eighty-one peti
tioners who now challenged the authority and procedures of the magistrates, particularly John Winthrop, in denying the

choice of a local majority. Before a joint session of the General Court in June, 1645, a proceeding to impeach Winthrop
began. Hingham's deputies, Joshua Hobart and Bozoan Allen, described what the petitioners considered Winthrop's ille
gal actions. Winthrop argued his own case and was acquitted. The legal proceedings were extensive and complex, but
the resolution was clear. Most of the deputies, fearful that their towns would have to share the court costs, conceded that
the petition was erroneous and that 'the Hingham militia company had mutinied against their legitimate commander,'
Eames.

"The deputies had lost their fight against the magistrates and Winthrop. Hingham had lost, too. John Tower, who had
been jailed in Boston for refusing to post bond for an appearance in court, had to finish his jail term. The other eighty
petitioners were fined for court costs according to their 'culpability.' Hingham was enjoined from nominating its own
militia officers. A,pleading petition three years later secured an order that Allen be lieutenant and Joshua Hobart ensign,
but a Weymouth man was made captain. Not until 1651 did Allen receive that office. When Allen left for Boston the
following year, Joshua Hobart succeeded for his lifetime to this powerful post." (Text copied from the Hart book.)
The dispute had repercussions on Rev. Hobart's church. He and his brother, Joshua (who was John Tower's brother-inlaw) led the case against Eames. Before the congregation, John testified that Eames had been told to lay down his au

thority (which Eames had previously denied). Eames then complained of having been maligned to the magistrates in
Boston, who arrested John Tower and the three Hobarts. They were brought to Boston and ordered to post bonds to guar
antee their appearance before the court.

John did not believe the court had the right to require him to appear, so he refused to pay the bond. Thus, he went to jail
instead. The Tower Genealogy says that Tower ultimately did not have to pay the fine and costs that were imposed on
him and the others, because "he had suffered imprisonment, thus showing that the imprisonment was unwarranted; at the
same time, the magistrate who inflicted it is sustained for the act."

This dispute had unforeseen repercussions, as when Lt. Eames and his friends left Hingham and settled Marshfield, MA,
Hingham's population declined significantly. It remained a small town until this day.
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Note from your Reunion Coordinator
PAT R I C I A B R O W N

Please let us know about any reunions sctieduled for the

James Paul Gibson, son of Dennis Gibson and Glenda

coming year! Those reunions are ideal places to reach
members of the Tower family who are not members of the

Spurling, of Ashfield, MA, was born November 8, 2008, in

Tower Geneological Society. We would like to invite as

Greenfield, MA.

many members of this family as we can to the big reunion in
2009.

His grandparents are Russell Webber and the iate Linda
Webber, and his great-grandmother is Leona (Tower) Jones.

Email:brownp@charter.net, Phone: cell 805-8782663, house 805-481-7675.

NeiP Members

TA U i
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Our new TGS Members are Sargent Fruean Tower and Linda
H. (Kellner) Tower. Old Saybrook, CT.

BDITOK:

His lineage is: Sargent F. (12), Sargent N. (11), Sargent F.
(10), Eugene (9), Nichols (8), Thomas N. (7), Nichols (6), Levi
(5). Daniel (4). Daniel (3), Ibrook (2), and John (1).

\n-\ONE f FAX: 301-737-2361

Corrections
In the October 2009 newsletter, the following errors were
made:

46200
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Page Anthony Ryan, son of Brandon and Heather Ryan, and

great-grandson of Leona (Tower) Jones, was born August 5,
2008. His parents are from Guilford, VT, not Wilmington, VT.

DAVID TOWER, President,
219 Amherst Lane, Crossville, IN 38558;

PHILIP TOWER. Vice-President,
3203 E. McKinley Rd., Midland, Ml 48640:
JOHN TOWER. Executive Secretary,

Linda D. (Betit) Webber died September 6, 2008, not
September 8,2008, in Greenfield, MA. Among her surviving
family members are her husband, Russell Webber; her mother,

83 Heather Ln., Rutlond, VT 05701-9362:

Leona (Tower) Jones; and her aunt, Priscilla Thayer.

Directors:

CAROL (Angelo) AAARCHEGIANI, Treasurer, 7698 Vermont
Route 100, Readsboro, VT 05350;

GEORGENA MILLER,

The Bates Association
The Bates Association has many genealogical links to the

977 E. Glass Rd., Orlonville, Ml 48462:
B E R N A R D TO W E R ,
1304 Via Hielo. Santa Mario, CA 93454;
R O X A N N E S U M M E R S , N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r,

46200 Sylvan Court, Lexington Park MD 20653

Towers. In the original Tower Genealogy, there are 190

Bates listed, by far more listings than any other surname.
If you are interested in joining the Bates Association, please

NEED

VOLUME

I

BOOKS

contact Sandy Bates at 222 Line Road, Greene, ME 04263,

Jo Miller and Olga Alber would like to buy a hard

or SbateslOl l@gmail.com.

copy of the Tower Genealogy Volume 1. If you
Roxanne Summers is a member and we exchange

have one to sell, please contact Jo at

Newsletters every month. Sandy was kind enough to put

danandjomiller@totalusa.net or write to her:

a n o t i c e o f o u r 2 0 0 9 r e u n i o n i n h e r l a s t n e w s l e t t e r. T h e

Bates family members had their 1 OOth reunion last year. We

977 E. Glass Rd., Ortonville Ml 48462.

hope many of them will attend the Tower reunion next year.
W W W . T O W E R G E N E A L O G Y X O M

